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The 1989 Revolutions in Central and Eastern Europe: Twenty Years On

Thursday 10 September

12.00 - 12.45
Arrival and registration
12.45 - 1.30
Lunch

1.45

Welcome by Professor Mike Smith, Pro-Vice Chancellor for Research and Knowledge Transfer

1.50 - 2.00
 Welcome and opening remarks by the conference organisers


Kevin McDermott and Matthew Stibbe
2.00 - 3.00

Keynote address one
Robin Okey (University of Warwick)
1989: Echoes and Precedents. A Historical Perspective 

3.00 - 4.00      
Keynote address two
Pavel Seifter (LSE and former Czech Ambassador to UK)
The Velvet Revolution and the End of History
4.00 - 4.15
Tea / coffee

4.15 - 6.00
Panel one - The Gorbachev Factor 

Chair - Kevin McDermott

Mary Buckley (Cambridge University)
The Multifaceted External Soviet Role in Processes towards Unanticipated Revolutions 

Michal Pullmann (Charles University, Prague)
Social Consent and Public Criticism in the Time of Perestroika in Czechoslovakia: The Dynamics of Change before 1989

Peter Grieder (University of Hull)
The ‘Gorbachev Factor’ and the Collapse of the German Democratic Republic

7.00

Dinner

Friday 11 September

9.15 - 10.30
Panel two - 1989 and the West

Chair - Mary Buckley

Bent Boel (Aalborg University)
The Socialist International and Dissidence in Eastern Europe in the 1980s

Holger Nehring (University of Sheffield)
The Last Battle of the Cold War: Re-Assessing the Role of the Peace Movements in Germany’s ‘1989’

10-30 - 11.00
Coffee / tea



11.00 - 12.45
Panel three - 1989 in Romania and Bulgaria

Chair - Matthew Stibbe
Kevin Adamson (University of the West of Scotland)
Discourse and Power: The FSN and the Myth of the Romanian Revolution
Vasil Paraskevov (Konstantin Preslavsky University, Shumen)
The Palace Coup: 1989 and Bulgaria

Elena Simeonova (University of National and World Economy, Sofia)
A Revolution in Two Stages: The Curiosity of the Bulgarian Case
12.45 - 2.00
Lunch
2.00 - 3.15
Panel four - 1989 in the GDR and Czechoslovakia

Chair - Peter Grieder
Matthew Stibbe (Sheffield Hallam University)
A Hopeless Case of Optimism? Jürgen Kuczynski and the end of the GDR
James Krapfl (McGill University)
Power in the Streets: Czechoslovak Citizens and Revolution at the Grass Roots, 1989-90

3.15 - 3.45
Coffee / tea
3.45 - 5.30
Panel five - 1989 in Poland and Hungary

Chair - Deanna Wooley

Tom Junes (Catholic University, Leuven)

The Failed Revolution from Below: The Polish Oppositional Student Movement, 1988-89

Michael Werbowski (Independent Journalist): Poland under Martial Law: Precursor to the Downfall of Communism

Lászlό Borhi (Hungarian Academy of Sciences): International and Economic Aspects of the Collapse of Communism in Hungary, 1989-90
7.00

Dinner

Saturday 12 September

9.00 - 10.45
Panel six - 1989 and Memory

Chair - Holger Nehring

Deanna Wooley (Indiana University)

Absence and Remembrance: The Velvet Revolution in Public Memory after 1989

Nikolai Vukov (Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)

From the “Thirst for a Change” and “Hunger for Truth” to a “Revolution” that Hardly Happened: Public Protests and Reconstructions of the Past in Bulgaria in the late 1990s

Susan Pearce (East Carolina University)
Remembering the Solidarity Movement in Polyphonic Tones: The Grandiosities, Regrets and Mediants of Polish Social Memory

10.45 - 11.00
Coffee / tea
11.00 - 12.45
Panel seven - Then and Now: Continuity and Change in the Academic and Cultural Perceptions of the Communist and Post-Communist Eras 


Chair - Kevin Adamson

Libora Oates-Indruchová (Masaryk University, Brno)

The “Then” and the “Now” in the Narratives of Czech Academics

Artur Lipiński (Bydgoszcz University)

The Ambiguous Legacy of the Revolution: The Representation of 1989 in Right-wing Discourse in Post-Communist Poland

John Cunningham (Sheffield Hallam University)

Continuity and Change in the Hungarian Film Industry since 1989

12.45 - 1.00
Concluding Remarks

1.00 - 2.00
Lunch
