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Research SuperVision Project (RSVP) – evaluation pilot phase supervisors

PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET

ABOUT THE PROJECT
The principal aim of the RSVP is to enhance doctoral supervisory practice and widen the pool of confident, trained supervisors able to support an inclusive culture and the next generation of researchers. 

In this part of the project, we are conducting an evaluation of the RSVP. The evaluation is designed to address the following key objectives:

1.	Determine the extent to which the RSVP programme achieves its intended impact on participants and partners. 
2.	Evaluate the alignment between the programme's activities and the co-created theory of change and logic model.
3.	Assess the overall implementation of the RSVP programme in accordance with its original design and intended strategies.
4.	Note where the iterative approach has led to programme changes over the lifetime of RSVP.  

In this pilot phase we are evaluating implementation and identifying early impact of the programme. This will involve interviews with representatives from core and a selection of partner institutions and focus groups with intervention designers, facilitators and with supervisors who have participated in pilot activities. 

PARTICIPANT INVOLVEMENT  
We are continuing to work with the project team (core consortium partners) and practitioner partners in the pilot phase of the project to understand how RSVP is being implemented in their institutions. We aim to involve representatives from a variety of different practitioner partner universities (single institution and consortia, university groups, sizes). 

Why have you asked me to take part?
We have asked you to participate in this project because you are a supervisor at an institution that is piloting one or more RSVP interventions. 

What will I be required to do? 
Join a focus group with other supervisors from RSVP partner institutions to discuss experiences of RSVP interventions. The focus group will last about 60 minutes, taking place in May 2026. We may also contact you to take part in a follow up focus group around December 2026. 

Where will this take place? 
The focus groups will take place online (via Teams) so you can join from any location where you have a secure internet connection. They will be recorded and transcribed verbatim. 
Are there any benefits and disadvantages in taking part?
We hope that you will find the opportunity to reflect on and discuss your experiences with the researchers and colleagues to be interesting and professionally worthwhile. 

To say thank you for taking part in the focus group, we would like to offer you a £20 amazon voucher. This will be sent to you email shortly after the focus group has taken place.

We do not anticipate any risks or disadvantages associated with taking part.  However, as this is a focus group, we are unable to redact or remove individual contributions so please be mindful of this when participating. 

Will I have the opportunity to discuss my participation? 
You may email us at g.adams@shu.ac.uk at any point during the project to discuss any aspect of your participation. 

Can I change my mind? 
You can withdraw from the evaluation completely without giving a reason at any time before or during participation or decide not to answer a particular question. 

Will anyone be able to connect me with what is recorded and reported? 
Your contribution will be anonymised to minimise the potential for you to be identified. As part of the focus group, we will ask all participants to keep confidential anything that is said during the focus group. However, we cannot rule out the possibility that someone who knows you or your institution is able to identify you from what you have said. We will also avoid sharing any examples in publications or conferences that, in our view, may be professionally compromising and there is a possibility participants could be identified. 

What will happen to the data? 
The data (along with consent forms and your contact details) will be stored in a password protected folder at Sheffield Hallam University for the duration of the study and will be accessible to members of the research team. This will enable us to contact you during the project. At the end of the study, the anonymised data will be stored at Sheffield Hallam University for 10 years. 

The University undertakes research as part of its function for the community under its legal status. Data protection allows us to use personal data for research with appropriate safeguards in place under the legal basis of public tasks that are in the public interest.  A full statement of your rights can be found at: www.shu.ac.uk/about-this-website/privacy-policy/privacy-notices/privacy-notice-for-research. However, all University research is reviewed to ensure that participants are treated appropriately and their rights respected. This study was approved by University's Research Ethics Committee with Converis number ER85048781. Further information at: www.shu.ac.uk/research/excellence/ethics-and-integrity 

How will we use what we find out? 
Findings from the study will inform the development of RSVP. We will share the results of this study through reports, conference presentations and publications aimed at researcher developers, academics and policy makers. We will also use our findings to inform subsequent stages of the evaluation. 

ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES
We anticipate that the findings of this research will be valuable to all those with interest in the doctoral research environment (e.g. supervisors, postgraduate research students, institutional leads for doctoral education, policymakers and other organisations with an interest in doctoral research). 

OUR RESEARCH TEAM 
Dr Gill Adams, Dr Claire Wolstenholme, Lewis Clark, Dr Nick Moore, Dr Melike Bulut Al Baba and Dr Dareen Assaf at Sheffield Hallam University.

	You should contact the Data Protection Officer if:

· you have a query about how your data is used by the University
· you would like to report a data security breach (e.g. if you think your personal data has been lost or disclosed inappropriately)
· you would like to complain about how the University has used your personal data

DPO@shu.ac.uk
	You should contact the Head of Research Ethics (Prof. Mayur Ranchordas) if:

· you have concerns with how the research was undertaken or how you were treated








ethicssupport@shu.ac.uk 

	
Postal address:  Sheffield Hallam University, Howard Street, Sheffield S1 1WBT Telephone: 0114 225 5555




How can I find out about the results of the study?
At the end of the project evaluation reports will be published on our project website at https://www.shu.ac.uk/sheffield-institute-education-research/projects/next-generation-research-super-vision-project--rsvp.

If, having read this information, you are happy to participate, please review the consent form on the next page. You will be asked to respond to these at the start of the interview. 
The statements you will find on the online form are listed below. We encourage you to keep a copy of this consent form with this Information Sheet. If you have any questions or concerns about this project please contact Dr Gill Adams (g.adams@shu.ac.uk).   

PARTICIPANT CONSENT FORM

Research SuperVision Project (RSVP) – evaluation pilot supervisors

Prior to the start of the interview we will ask you to respond verbally/online to the following questions:
	
	YES
	NO

	1. I have read the Information Sheet for this study and have had details of the study explained to me.

	☐
	☐

	2. My questions about the study have been answered to my satisfaction and I understand that I may ask further questions at any point.

	☐
	☐



	3. I understand that I am free to withdraw from the study within the time limits outlined in the Information Sheet, without giving a reason for my withdrawal or to decline to answer any particular questions in the study without any consequences to my future treatment by the researcher.   
               
	☐
	☐

	4. I agree to provide information to the researchers under the conditions of confidentiality set out in the Information Sheet.

	☐
	     ☐

	5. I wish to participate in the study under the conditions set out in the Information Sheet.

	☐
	☐

	6. I consent to the information collected for the purposes of this research study, once anonymised (so that I cannot be identified), to be used for any other research purposes.

	☐
	☐




Participant’s Signature: _________________________ Date: ___________

Participant’s Name (Printed): ____________________________________

Contact details: _________________________________________________


Researcher’s Name (Printed): ___________________________________

Researcher’s Signature: _______________________________________

Researcher's contact details:
(email, contact number of investigator)


Please keep your copy of the consent form and the information sheet together.
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