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       Talk with Tales for Children (TWITCH) 



[image: ] What is Talk with Tales for Children (TWiTCH) programme?
Your child's nursery is taking part in the ‘Talk with Tales for Children’ (TWiTCH) programme.  This information sheet provides you with details about what the study will involve for you and your child.
Research tells us that good language skills in children are important building blocks for learning and development. TWiTCH is a story-based training programme that supports nursery practitioners to use language games and activities to develop children's language and reasoning skills. TWiTCH is a training programme that has been developed by a team at Sheffield Hallam University.  
This project is funded by the EEF and the Department for Education’s Early Years Recovery Programme (EY SPH). Sheffield Hallam in will deliver the training and support for settings taking part in this project. Researchers at Sheffield Hallam University will independently evaluate the TWiTCH programme looking at how the programme is received and delivered across different settings, the impact on practitioners’ confidence and practice in using reading strategies, and their views of the impact on children’s language.   
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What does the TWiTCH programme involve?
The TWiTCH programme will take place in your child’s usual story time session, so your child’s routine in the nursery will remain the same.   
From September 2024, staff will attend training, receive support from a TWiTCH coach, have access to online resources, and will work with other staff in the setting to develop their confidence in using TWiTCH. 
[image: Storytelling with solid fill]You can ask your child’s teacher/key worker any questions you may have about the TWiTCH programme. If you would like more information, please contact the Sheffield Hallam University team @ TWITCH@shu.ac.uk
How will we find out if TWITCH works?
[image: Storytelling with solid fill]Sheffield Hallam University will evaluation the project which will help to understand how TWiTCH supports nursery staff to benefit children’s language development. 
What does the study involve for my child?
During the project nursery staff will share a story book and your child will take part in language games.  As part of the study, we will look at the ways nursery staff communicate with children before and after doing TWiTCH. The study’s focus is on practitioners so we will not collect any data about your child.
The project will start in September 2024 and finish in July 2025.  
[image: Storytelling with solid fill]Frequently Asked Questions
The ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ section below tells you more about how we will use, store and share the information collected in the study.
What do I have to do now?
If you are happy for your child to be part of the of this project, you do not need to do anything. 
Your child does not have to take part in the study if you do not want them to. If you do not want your child to be involved in the project, please inform your child’s nursery. They will ensure that your child is not included in the project.
Is my child’s participation in the study confidential? 
All participant data will be treated with the strictest confidence and will be stored in compliance with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data Protection Act 2018.  
What do I do if I have any questions or concerns?
If you have any questions about this information sheet or concerns about the TWiTCH programme, please contact your child’s nursery or the TWiTCH team at Sheffield Hallam @ TWiTCH@shu.ac.uk 
What is the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF)? 
The EEF is an independent charity founded in 2011 with funding from the Department for Education (DfE). Its aim is to build the evidence for what works in raising attainment. This means demonstrating the impact of its projects on children’s attainment throughout school with some projects now also evaluating post 16 and early years attainment. For more information, visit: educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/
Who is the Data Controller? 
For the purposes of this project, Sheffield Hallam University is the data controller as defined in the GDPR. 
How do we keep your data and your child’s data secure? 
Sheffield Hallam University take information security extremely seriously and have implemented appropriate technical and organisational measures to protect data. Access to information is restricted on a need-to-know basis and security arrangements are regularly reviewed to ensure their continued suitability. Anonymous data may be kept indefinitely by the Evaluation Team and maybe shared with relevant researchers at Sheffield Hallam University and potentially shared with other research teams. Further information can be found in the project’s privacy notice located on the following webpage: Talk With Tales for Children (TWiTCH) | Sheffield Hallam University (shu.ac.uk)

Has the evaluation received ethical approval? 
This research project has received ethical approval for the evaluation aspects from the Ethics and Data Protection Committee at Sheffield Hallam University. The development and delivery of the TWiTCH training programme has received ethical approval from the Ethics Committee at Sheffield Hallam. 
Where can I find out the results of the evaluation?
The evaluation team will produce a final evaluation report. This is due in Spring 2025 and will be published by the EEF on their website (educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk); this final report will not name any schools or individual children.
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For more information about the project please visit our website at Talk With Tales for Children (TWiTCH) | Sheffield Hallam University (shu.ac.uk) or scan the QR code.
If you have any further questions about the project, please email the TWiTCH Team at Sheffield Hallam University via the TWiTCH inbox at (TWiTCH@shu.ac.uk).
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