Information for practice-based supervisors of students undertaking the module Management of acute illness in primary care (MAI) at Sheffield Hallam University
Thank you for being kind enough to agree to supervise one of the students undertaking the MAI module. This is a level 7 module aimed at trainee advanced clinical practitioners (ACP) working towards their ACP qualification. 

This module is based on the guidance provided in the Core Capabilities Framework for Advanced Clinical Practice (Nurses) Working in General Practice / Primary Care in England
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Our expectations are that the student will have access to a dedicated supervisor/mentor, such as a GP, ACP or PA with a prescribing qualification, who is experienced in dealing with patients presenting with acute illness. Depending on the specific needs of the student, the clinician would need to provide support at ‘arm’s length’, therefore we ask that you are on site and working close by should the student need advice/guidance. As their dedicated supervisor/mentor, you would be responsible for signing off their log of 90 hours clinical practice and 3 directly observed practice episodes (DOPs). Other clinicians can of course be available for support as/when needed. 
The module

The module is for experienced practitioners working towards an advanced practitioner role in a primary care setting such as a GP surgery, walk in centre, unplanned care centre or any other setting where patients may present with an acute illness. 
During the module students learn to critically assess the health-related needs of patients presenting with acute illness (including patients with existing chronic health conditions) and demonstrate competence in their clinical management. The students learn in the non-clinical setting through video, lectures and clinical lab sessions. Students build upon the skills acquired in the classroom by spending a minimum of 15 days (90 hours equivalent) in clinical practice assessing, diagnosing and treating patients presenting with acute illness, under supervision.
Your role as a dedicated supervisor/mentor
You should hold a relevant professional qualification i.e. a registered medical practitioner, advanced nurse/clinical practitioner or physician associate (with prescribing qualification) and have relevant expertise in your clinical area. Your responsibilities will include creating learning opportunities and providing guidance for the clinical skill development of the student/s.

As the extent of the skills training in the university setting is with healthy class mates, or simulation, the student/s need to develop their skills with clients in the interpretation and application of new knowledge into their clinical practice.

We would be grateful if you could maximise any learning opportunities for the student/s to develop their knowledge and skills around the course content in the context of the clinical practice setting. For example, this may involve observing their performance of physical examination techniques, with discussion and feedback on the interpretation of findings. Further discussion may take place around diagnosis and recommendations for evidence-based treatments. 
You may be required to facilitate opportunities to practise skills in which they may feel under-confident.
It is a course requirement that the student achieves a level of competency in assessing and treating a range of physical assessments and management of acute illnesses. These include;

Eye conditions

ENT conditions
Non traumatic Musculo-skeletal conditions

Rheumatological conditions

Respiratory conditions
Sexually transmitted infections

Headaches

Abdominal conditions
Dermatological conditions

Women and men’s health presentations

Cardiac conditions

Neurological conditions

This may include seeing children as well as adults and patients with neurodiversity or mental health issues. 

This is not an exhaustive list but outlines the broad range of conditions that one may come across in primary care.

As a dedicated supervisor/mentor, you are asked to take the opportunity to work alongside the student (you are not required to always conduct joint consultations but should make yourself available to answer queries and give advice).  

Module assessment

This module is assessed within the university as well as in clinical practice. 
Clinical Assessment

The clinical assessment for this module is formative and aims to ensure students learn to apply theory into their practice.  Students will develop and store appropriate evidence of supervised practice experiences within their professional portfolio.
The portfolio will need to contain two types of forms, which are submitted to the university as evidence that supervised practice has taken place and that a student has performed skills competently:

Form 1 

Directly observed practice (DOPs) x3
The student needs to be directly observed by you on 3 separate occasions, from the start to the end of a clinical encounter. Each 3 episodes need to be documented on a separate form. The student will use one of these consultations to base their case study on, using any feedback from you as reflective evidence to support their work.  

Form 2

Log of hours

The submission of documentary evidence of 15 days (equivalent to 90 hours) audited supervised clinical practice. This will be evidenced by a `Log of hours' form which includes an overview of conditions seen and is to be documented by the student. There is a section for Mentor details and overall comments on the student’s progress for you to complete. The student will use any feedback from you to reflect upon and highlight in their case study.  
Academic assessment
The summative assessment for this module is a 3000 word critical analysis of a consultation with a patient. Using a real case taken from clinical practice and feedback from you as the clinical supervisor, the student will undertake a reflective critical analysis of the consultation with a patient who presents with an acute illness.

The assignment should incorporate the following:

· An analysis of the consultation model used, the history taking process, effectiveness of their decision-making processes leading to a diagnosis and management. Feedback from you, their supervisor, should also be used and incorporated into your assignment. 

· The assignment should provide an in-depth understanding of the theory underpinning practice. An appropriate range of primary resources should be used to support and develop the analysis.

They will be required to critically review the evidence related to the clinical management of the case, and the implications for future practice. They will also be required to demonstrate synthesis of the literature into clinical practice as part of the critical discussion of the case. The subject for the case study must be discussed with their academic tutor prior to starting the assignment.
As a dedicated supervisor/mentor, you can assist the student to appreciate the relevance of their academic work and how gaining a critical understanding of the evidence based that underpins clinical decision making and judgement, informs effective and safe professional practice. 

In terms of feedback on their consultation, using the self-evaluation feedback form in the appendix may help to frame the conversation (although this is not mandatory). The students could submit this as evidence that they could refer to in their critical review. 

Thank you once again for agreeing to assist one of our students with their learning on this module. 
If I can be of any further help or if you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me directly, thank you.  
Alison Subramanian, Senior Lecturer/Module Leader, Sheffield Hallam University

Email: as6809@exchange.shu.ac.uk 

Appendix

Self-Evaluation Sheet

	Performance criteria:
	Comments:

	1. Introduction, consent, clarity of role and purpose


	

	2. Identifies patient/client perception of problem


	

	3. Social, occupational and psychological  context recognised


	

	4. Explores symptoms to seek differentials of diagnosis  


	

	5. Obtains sufficient information for no serious condition to be missed


	

	6. Takes account of patient/client’s beliefs


	

	7. Demonstrates a methodical, structured framework of assessment


	

	8. Uses appropriate communication skills (questioning, language, non-verbals etc.)


	

	9. Confirms and clarifies the findings with patient/client to check understanding


	

	10. Explains appropriate referrals/ examination/investigations to patient/client


	

	11. Involves patient/client in management plan (confirmation, compliance, concordance)


	

	12. Seeks to enhance effective communication throughout consultation


	

	13. Responds to patient/client signals and cues


	


