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I received the president's fund grant to present a poster at The American Society for Microbiology's annual 
conference - ASM Microbe 2018. This was a very exciting opportunity for me as I had never attended an 
international conference before and being able to present my work to the 12,000 attendees was very 
exciting. I am currently in the second year of my PhD so I thought this would be a good time to get my work 
out there and make a name for myself. I still have time in my project to include new ideas and collaborations 
but still have enough to present at a conference. The people I met whilst at the conference were very 
interested in my work and I was asked lots of questions. I'm glad I was able to answer them all! I feel that 
presenting my work to experts in the field has given me confidence in my project and I have come away with 
new ideas on how to develop my project further.  
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http://sip.ac.uk/
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Back cover: Cell Invasion: Bacterial Warfare supplied by PhD student Alex Andrews. Human megakaryocyte cells hold fast 
against the invading oral pathogen P. gingivalis.  

Fluorescent labelling allows the visualisation of the invading bacteria (Green), the filamentous actin of the cell cytoskeleton 
(Red) and the DNA that makes up the cell nucleus (Blue). This technique provides these brief snapshots of the microbiological 
arms race that our cells undertake every day in an attempt to keep us healthy and free of infection. Showing how bacteria can 
exploit specific individual cells, internalise within the cytoskeleton and evade the body's immune system in order to survive and 
reproduce. 
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Keeping in touch 

There are several ways of keeping up to date with current research projects, news 

and events and PhD opportunities in the BMRC. You can follow us  

 

 on twitter: @BMRC_News, @shu-bio, @shuchem 

 on LinkedIn: BMRC 

on our webpage: www.shu.ac.uk/bmrc 

 

If you would like to get in touch with us: 

 email: bmrc@shu.ac.uk 

 call: 0114 225 3294 


