Definition of Research.
The Research Assessment Exercise (RAE) definition is adopted with the omission of the word ‘original’
for undergraduate and postgraduate research below doctoral level.

Defined as “an original investigation undertaken in order to gain knowledge and understanding. It
includes work of direct relevance to the needs of commerce and industry, as well as to the public and
voluntary sectors; scholarship*; the invention and generation of ideas, images, performances and
artefacts including design, where these lead to new or substantially improved insights; and the use of
existing knowledge in experimental development to produce new or substantially improved materials,
devices, products and processes, including design and construction. It excludes routine testing and
analysis of materials, components and processes, e.g. for the maintenance of national standards, as
distinct from the development of new analytical techniques. It also excludes the development of teaching
materials that do not embody original research."

*Scholarship is defined as" the creation, development and maintenance of the intellectual infrastructure
of subjects and disciplines, in forms such as dictionaries, scholarly editions catalogues and contributions
to major research databases."

(RAE, http://www.rae.ac.uk/default.htm)

All research at SHU must undergo ethical scrutiny. For library studies, secondary data analysis
and other low risk research which does not involve human participants, researchers should
complete and retain the SHUREC1 Checklist. Research students should have the SHUREC1
signed by their supervisor
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If you answered yes to Q1.1 and Q1.2 in the Research
involving the NHS or Social Care / Community Care
section of the SHUREC1 you must seek approval from
the NHS or Social Care under their Research
Governance Schemes.
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FRECs provide Independent Scientific Review of
research protocol for NHS or SC research and initial
scrutiny for ethics applications as required for university
sponsorship of the research. Applicants can use the
NHS (IRAS) or SC proforma and submit this initially

\ 4

FREC reviews
SHUREC2A (or
2B) and submitted
material.

N.B. data
collection not to
commence until
favourable opinion
received.

to the FREC

FREC reviews submitted material.

Once favourable opinion provided researcher to contact
researchsupport@shu.ac.uk for assurance of University
insurance/ sponsorship of project.

v

Keep all research documents until qualification
obtained/project completed/or as required by
funder/publisher/ supervisor.

Documentation disposed of as detailed in approved ethics

application.

researchsupport@shu.ac.uk to confirm insurance/
University sponsorship will be provided.

Researcher completes NHS/SC forms (For student
project - submit to supervisor for electronic
authorisation.)

Forms can then be submitted to
researchsupport@shu.ac.uk for electronic authorisation

'

Researcher submits forms to NHS/SC body for review.

N.B. data collection not to commence until favourable
opinion received.

A 4

Favourable opinion received and project can start. All
correspondence to be placed in Investigators site file.

h 4

Investigators site file to be updated throughout project.
Annual reports to be sent to NHS and
researchsupport@shu.ac.uk

v

End of Study and final reports to be sent to NHS and
researchsupport@shu.ac.uk

v

Archive site file appropriately;
Staff - Use Research Data Archive
http://shura.shu.ac.uk/
Students - Archive in Faculty, with dissertation (min. 7
years).
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